Processing the lymph node biopsy.
The testing modalities available and necessary to precisely diagnose lymphadenopathies, lymphadenitides, and lymphomas are numerous. However, to much chagrin, the tissue samples submitted for evaluation are frequently limited in size. Consequently, the triage of each individual lymph node sample with judicious apportionment of tissue for diagnostic testing has become of paramount importance. We describe a practical approach to processing the lymph node specimen to maximize the diagnostic utility of the sample provided.